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Headmaster’s Greeting

The start of this year was no different than any other year … excited anticipation throughout August for the start of the school 
year, staff returning in late August to commence their preparations and students joining us in September! 

… And it was also like no other year; with COVID-19 we placed our students’ safety as our #1 priority and decided, based 
on Public Health information, that the best and safest thing to do was to provide live, real-time Synchronous Learning for 
our students for Semester One (September 2020 through January 2021) from the safety of their homes. We installed 
sophisticated state-of-the-art tracking cameras, so our teachers could move freely throughout their classrooms, and highly 
sensitive microphones and speakers so our students could hear the teacher and their classmates. We adjusted our start 
time so that those in different time zones would be accommodated. We created a rotating class schedule, thereby avoiding 
one class always being late in the day. We provided e-books for all our courses. Each teacher set up two one-hour office hour 
time slots so that their students could get extra tutorial support. We maintained our 30-minute Advisor Program each week to 
provide additional Life Skills programming. We continue to offer co-curriculars each week, House Cup Challenges monthly and 
hands-on experiential learning. Our academic and university counseling remains intact and robust, with universities giving live 
virtual presentations. Through the months of July and August our Director of Academics met weekly via Microsoft Teams with 
all our students so that students could remain connected over the summer: new and returning students got the opportunity 
to meet and get to know each other so that everyone was comfortable with each other when classes started Synchronously in 
September. From the students’ perspective, it is as close to being in class on campus as could be imagined!

We continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation and will make a decision on January 11, 2021 as to whether we continue with 
Synchronous Learning for Semester Two (February–June 2021) or have students back on campus living in our residential 
dormitory – one student per room with their own bathroom. Our priority remains the safety of our students and ensuring we are 
setting them up for success in life after MPS.

And here in Merrickville, we remain COVID-Free, the trees are a blaze with fall colours, and the air is crisp and clean. We 
REALLY look forward to having our students return when it is safe to do so, and we look forward to meeting new students 
interested in joining our safe, small and inclusive school that maintains a 100% university placement rate to world ranked 
universities. 

Sincerely,

 
Kevin Farrell
Headmaster

Take a Virtual Tour with 
us at Merrick Prep! 

https://bit.ly/2w5GnQH

https://bit.ly/2w5GnQH


Welcome to the 2020—21 school year

We welcomed students back to MPS with great excitement on September 9. Students 
from 15 different countries joined our live, real-time in-person Synchronous Learning 
Platform and chose from a variety of course offering to match their interests and univer-
sity aspirations. All students had been meeting every week through the months of July 
and August with our Director of Academics, so new and returning students had a great 
comfort and familiarity when classes started in September. 

Sophisticated tracking cameras follow our teachers as they move about their class-
rooms providing lessons, highly sensitive microphones and speakers have been 
installed to ensure teachers can hear students and students can hear their teacher and 
peers. Break out rooms and peer discussion groups have been created, virtual field 
trips started and live hands-on learning in a true international experiential environment 
have been taking place weekly. New equipment was purchased, including an electronic 
microscope so that students could put their virtual eye against the lens and see live 
real-time science taking place and e-textbooks were distributed. 

Our students are loving their MPS Synchronous Learning and we are all excited to 
have them join us on campus for Semester Two!

Our Unique Synchronous 
Platform is more than online 

learning!

MPS offers the possibility to be part of 
the classroom while studying remotely, 

attending live classes every day, for 
students in grades 9–12. Be part 
of something bigger! Interact with 
teachers and classmates in a safe 

and secure environment. Watch this 
video to discover our synchronous 

learning platform: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Psirf2Es06k

House Cup Challenge

As per Merrick Preparatory School tradition, students are divided into three Houses. 
They engage in academic and non-academic challenges throughout the year to build 
comradery, school pride and teamwork skills while earning points for their Houses. 
There are three Houses, each honouring a key contributor to the founding of Merrick 
Preparatory School: Barnard House (blue); Clarke House (red); and Rickers House 
(orange).

The first challenge was a nature scavenger hunt, and the students uploaded their pho-
tos to our virtual learning platform. Congratulations to Rickers House for winning the 
first challenge! 

Virtual field trip to Little Ray’s 
Reptile Zoo

With Synchronous learning we main-
tain our focus on experiential learn-
ing and hosting regular field trips. 
For example, our grade 11 Biology 
class went on a field trip to learn 

about animal diversity through a live 
interactive experience with an ani-
mal diversity expert at the zoo. The 
students were shown animals from 

spiders to amphibians, tortoises, and 
mammals. This is only one example 
of our unique Synchronous Learning 

Platform at Merrick Prep.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Psirf2Es06k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Psirf2Es06k


Your path to success 
starts at MPS!

Our grade 12 students have started 
the process of researching post 
secondary programs and exploring 
their university options. With the help 
of their guidance counselors they have 
done personality tests, career tests 
and a learning styles test. Reflecting 
on all they have learned, they are 
now selecting universities that best 
suit their needs and interests. We 
have had several post secondary 
institutions visit our school to share 
program and university specific 
information with our students. Brock 
University, Quest University and Trent 
University have visited our campus 
via live virtual presentations during 
which our students asked questions 
to help narrow their university options. 
Other university visits are scheduled 
throughout the fall months. This will 
ensure our students have all the 
information required to successfully 
submit their university applications in 
December. 

Students and teachers enjoy daily 
virtual classes with our unique 
Synchronous Learning Platform

Hands-On experiential learning makes 
our classes fun and interactive

Our Admissions Team is attending different virtual fairs across the globe. 
Visit our website to learn more about our upcoming events: merrickprep.com

The MPS staff is available 24/7 to assist our students 
located in 15 different countries

Merrickville, located on the shores of 
the Rideau Waterway, is a safe and 
secure village offering spectacular 

scenery year round!

http://merrickprep.com


Join Merrick Preparatory School

Accept the challenge and discover why we are 
Distinctly Canadian and Uniquely Global.

Visit our website: www.merrickprep.com
Feel free to send us any questions or requests: admissions@merrickprep.com

We would love to hear from you! Your Success Starts Here!

Important dates

Winter Break:
4pm Friday, December 18, 2020 to 
6am Monday January 4, 2021

First day of classes after Winter Break: 
Monday, January 4, 2021

Final Exams for Semester One: 
January 28–February 2, 2021

Semester break: 
February 3–10, 2021

First day of Semester Two: 
Thursday, February 11, 2021 
(Open Registrations)

Stay social with MPS!

Follow us on our social media channels 
to keep well-informed of all that we are 
doing every day. 

        @MerrickPS

        merrickpreparatory

        Merrick.Preparatory.School

Merrickville, Ontario


